

ST HELENS MERIT RISK ASSESSMENT TOOL
The MERIT risk assessment is a 3-page tool used to identify if a victim of domestic abuse is at risk of serious harm and/or homicide and the present level of this risk. You must the MERIT form in full by recording information in all 3 pages of the tool attached to this guidance tool.  
To assist practitioners completing the following tool with victims of domestic abuse, please utilise the below guidance to ensure the MERIT risk assessment is appropriately identifying PRESENT risk. 
PAGE 1:  The 1st page is the risk checklist, which is comprised of 40 questions, separated into 3 sections: breakdown, social, and violence/abusive.
Questions throughout the checklist do differ in terms of timescale & the key below explains the timescales that should be used/referred to for the MERIT questions based on their highlighted colour. 
	Highlight Colour
	Timescale

	GREEN
	based on the whole time the victim & perpetrator have been in a relationship

	YELLOW
	based on the last 3 months 

	BLUE
	based on most recent incident of domestic abuse 

	Unhighlighted 
	based on present / at the point of completing the form with the victim. 



PAGE 2: When a YES tick is made the practitioner must use the 2nd page of the form to document what the victim has disclosed/ the risk that has been identified next to the corresponding number. 
The 2nd page of the form can also be used to record information where a NO has been ticked due to being outside the questions timescale but there is relevant historical information to share. 
	SUPPORTING INFORMATION FOR IDENTIFIED RISK FACTORS

	ALL TEXT BELOW MUST BE IN LEGIBLE BLOCK CAPITALS

	1
	Yes – the victim states they have tried to end the relationship 3 times in the last twelve months but each time the perpetrator refuses to accept this and begs them to stay. The victim feels like they have no other option but to stay. 

	3
	No – not in last 3 months but 12 months ago the perpetrator threatened to kill the victim if they ever did leave them. The victim believes the perpetrator meant this and would act on this threat. 


For example:

PAGE 3: The 3rd page of the form is where the referrer needs to record the circumstances of the most recent incident of domestic abuse disclosed by the victim.
CALCULATING RISK LEVEL & REFERRAL PATHWAYS TO FOLLOW 
The level of risk is calculated on the 1st page by the total YES ticks from each section being multiplied by each other as follows:
	                                  Breakdown ‘Y’
                         Ticks
	X
	                              Social ‘Y’ Ticks
	X                   X  
	                               Violent ‘Y’ Ticks
		=
	TOTAL

	
	
	
	X
	
	=
	Level of risk – GOLD, SILVER, BRONZE



If the outcome score is GOLD 72+ - you need to complete a MARAC referral form & submit the referral to St Helens MARAC maracreferrals@sthelens.gov.uk and attach this completed MERIT form. 
If the outcome score is BRONZE (1-15) or SILVER (16-71) & you feel the case is high risk on your professional judgement – you need to complete a MARAC referral form & clearly articulate your professional judgement & submit to St Helens MARAC and attach this completed MERIT form
If the outcome score is BRONZE (1-15) or SILVER (16-71) & you feel this is proportionate, you can submit a Safe2Speak Domestic Abuse Outreach referral form with the victim’s consent.  The completed referral form & copy of this MERIT form can be sent directly to Safe2Speak via email to dvreferral@torus.co.uk 
Further guidance is available on the Safe2Speak website – https://safe2speak.co.uk/information-for-professionals/ 


	Victim Name
	

	Date of incident
	

	ALL QUESTIONS MUST BE TICKED

	Y
	N

	1
	Are there issues around separation/divorce, regardless of timescale?
	
	

	2
	Are there any child contact issues?
	
	

	3
	Have threats been made to the victim? (consider any possible Honour Based Violence, Forced Marriage, Female Genital Mutilation, Human Trafficking, Modern Day Slavery issues)
	
	

	4
	Has the victim been stalked or harassed, either by the perpetrator or an associated 3rd party? (Please apply professional judgement and the below when categorising risk: - Has the perpetrator harassed other family members or friends or has used manipulative or aggressive strategies to gain information about the victim from others. - Any sudden escalation from 'distance' stalking to confrontational stalking and direct threats).
	
	

	5
	Were children present? (If so, where?)
	
	

	6
	Did children witness the incident?
	
	

	
	Breakdown Assessment - Y Ticks 

	

	7
	Is the victim pregnant/new birth (child under 1 year)?
	
	

	8
	Has the victim been heard at MARAC with the same perpetrator within the last 12 months?
	
	

	9
	Does the victim currently have mental health issues?
	
	

	10
	Does the perpetrator currently have mental health issues?
	
	

	11
	Is the victim currently unemployed?
	
	

	12 
	Is the perpetrator currently unemployed?
	
	

	13
	Has the perpetrator ever self-harmed/threatened to self-harm/threatened suicide?
	
	

	14
	Does the victim deny an assault has taken place (where there are signs of an assault)?
	
	

	15
	Were the victim and perpetrator violent to each other?
	
	

	16
	Was violence used in self-defence?
	
	

	17
	Alcohol present (perpetrator only)
	
	

	18
	Alcohol present (victim only)
	
	

	19
	Alcohol present (both)
	
	

	20
	Drugs present (perpetrator only)
	
	

	21
	Drugs present (victim only)
	
	

	
	Social Assessment - Y Ticks

	

	22
	Drugs present (both)
	
	

	23
	Is the victim socially isolated? (consider any possible Honour Based Violence, Forced Marriage, Female Genital Mutilation, Human Trafficking, Modern Day Slavery issues)
	
	

	24
	Is the victim un-cooperative at point of completing merit?
	
	

	25
	Does the victim appear afraid? (please note demeanour)
	
	

	26
	Does the victim feel they are at risk? (if yes, give details)
	
	

	27
	Is there emotional abuse present? (consider any possible Honour Based Violence, Forced Marriage, Female Genital Mutilation, Human Trafficking, Modern Day Slavery issues)
	
	

	28
	Is there any financial abuse present?
	
	

	29
	Is there extreme jealousy present?
	
	

	30
	UNREPORTED previous incidents? (If so, how many?)
	
	

	31
	Have the incidents escalated in terms of severity and/or frequency?
	
	

	32
	Does the perpetrator have a recorded history of violence?
	
	

	33
	Has the perpetrator ever been (or threatened to be) violent to the children?
	
	

	34
	Has the perpetrator ever been (or threatened to be) violent to pets?
	
	

	35
	Has the perpetrator ever sexually abused the victim or been sexually inappropriate? (including threats)
	
	

	36
	Was there damage to any property/belongings?
	
	

	37
	Was there physical violence?
	
	

	38
	Did the perpetrator strangle/attempt to strangle or place hands around the victim's throat?
	
	

	39
	Was a pre-meditated weapon present?
	
	

	40
	Was an opportunity weapon present?
	
	

	
	Violence Assessment - Y Ticks 

	


Ignore values of 0 when multiplying

	                  Breakdown ‘Y’ Ticks
	 X
	                 Social ‘Y’ Ticks
		X
	                   Violent ‘Y’ Ticks
		=
	TOTAL

	
	
	
	X
	
	=
	



	
Professional judgement should always be used – if you feel that this case should have been graded HIGHER, please do so and use the next page to explain why
	GOLD: 72+

	
	SILVER: 16-71

	
	BRONZE: 1-15


			
	SUPPORTING INFORMATION FOR RISK FACTORS

	This page should be used to document what the victim has disclosed when they have answered yes in response to questions 1-40.   This page can also be used to record info for questions answered no but there is relevant historical information to share.

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6
	

	7
	

	8
	

	9
	

	10
	

	11
	

	12
	

	13
	

	14
	

	15
	

	16
	

	17
	

	18
	

	19
	

	20
	

	21
	

	22
	

	23
	

	24
	

	25
	

	26
	

	27
	

	28
	

	29
	

	30
	

	31
	

	32
	

	33
	

	34
	

	35
	

	36
	

	37
	

	38
	

	39
	

	40
	

	Has the Victim or Perpetrator been involved in Domestic Abuse outside the 
	|_| Yes
	|_| No

	Merseyside Area? If Yes include location here:
	







	
CIRCUMSTANCES OF MOST RECENT INCIDENT  & ANY OTHER INFO 


	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Victim Name
	
	Date of incident
	

	Completed By
	
	Date
	




